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May Greetings, dear Readers! 
 
I hope this beautiful spring weather is a joy to you! 
As I write these words, the rain is here - and looks 
to be in the forecast for the next few days. 
 
So we may be spending our next days inside...but 
we don't mind!  In our household, we've been 
enjoying a new game.  Not new to the world, but 
relatively new to my children and myself. What is 
it? Chess!  Our son, Monroe, learned to play at 
school recently, and we now have a set at home.   
 
Though there is some uncertainty about the game's 
origins, many believe chess originated in India 
around 500 CE.  When the Arabs conquered 
Persia, chess was taken up by the Muslim world; 
they brought the game to Southern Europe during 
the time the Moors conquered Spain (711 CE). 
Christian Europe had its own impact on the game.  
For example, the original Indian and Islamic game 
had an Indian war elephant that was replaced with 
the figure of the bishop to reflect European 
society, and the queen is derived from depictions 
of the grieving Virgin Mary (BBC article, History 
of the World). 
 
Interestingly, some of the oldest sets still intact 
were found on the Scottish Isle of Lewis in 1831.  
The pieces were carved from walrus ivory and 

whale tooth, and date back to between 1150 and 
1200. Some were found stained red, suggesting the 
original color combination of pieces was red and 
white; the pieces are believed to have been made in 
Norway.   
 

 

 
The other interesting fact I learned about chess 
was that the new pawn move of advancing the 
pawn two squares on its first move instead of one, 
was first introduced in Spain in 1280.  This tells 
me we can hold on to the name Fryeburg New 

Church for a few more years!  
 
When I told my son Monroe that I wanted to write 
about chess in this month’s newsletter, I asked 
him, What should I say about it?  How do I connect this 
to church life?  Then I mused out loud, I think it’s 
interesting that those who play chess get to start with all the 
same pieces – everyone is equal that way.   
 
Monroe wisely responded: It’s what you do with the 
pieces that matters.  



“It’s what you do with the pieces that matters” 
 
On the one hand, any game with a winner and a 
loser has to fall short as a parable for the spiritual 
life – for me – because I cannot imagine that in the 
end (in the big picture), one can really “lose” as a 
spiritual being.  That being said, I still loved 
Monroe’s remark. 
 
“It’s what you do with the pieces that matters.”  What are 
your “pieces” and what choices are you making 
with them?  Are the “pieces” your abilities to love? 
To show compassion?  To support life at all levels? 
To forgive?  And the end of a human life, what is 
still standing? What remains as the strongest 
“pieces” of your life and how you have made your 
choices? 
 
May your May be filled with “moves” filled with 
love, compassion and peace.  May those “pieces” 
of your heart be standing strong, leading your 
choices, in the days ahead. 

 

With blessings, 

Rev. Alison 

Office Hours: Weds. – Friday 9:00am-1:00pm, 
Saturday by appointment 

Email: pastorfnc@gmail.com 
Office phone:  935-3413  
Cell phone:  (620) 960-6748 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Church Report 
The Trustees 

The Trustees’ next meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 7:00 pm.  The meetings 
are open to all, but you should contact the Chair 
prior to the meeting to get an item on the 
agenda.  Also, please speak to any of the 
Trustees with your questions, concerns, 
compliments or complaints.  We are here to 
serve you. 

 
Currently Serving Trustees 

Stew Frost, Chair 935-3344 
Donnette Barnes, Vice Chair 461-2411 
Cindy Priest, Treasurer 935-3360 
Jim Gibson, Trustee 935-3676 

TBA, Trustee ------------           
Susan Logan, Secretary 603-694-3743 
Judy Hatch, Trustee 935-2223 
Womenõs Alliance Representative: 
Patricia Swett            603-939-2262 

 

Womenõs Alliance 
 

The next meeting of the Women’s Alliance is 
TBA.  All ladies are welcome and encouraged to 
join us. 
 

2018 Officers for the Womenôs Alliance are:  
 

     President .............. Jean Cressy 
     Vice-President ...... Claire Kiesman 

   Secretary .... TBA 
   Treasurer .... Patty Swett 
   Chaplain ..... TBA 

In our Prayers 
We hold our church community and 

neighbors in our prayers... We are 

sending pra yers of healing to those 

recovering or experiencing health 

challenges, including Patty Swett, 

Barbara Ferguson, Joyce Syracuse, 

David Richardson, Burton Chaplin, and 

Melvin and Margaret Eastman.  We lift 

up any who struggle with depression, 

Alzheimer ôs, anxiety, addict ion, hunger 

and homelessness ï may you find 

peace, nourishment, shelter and love . 

mailto:pastorfnc@gmail.com


Worship Schedule 
Sunday School       9:00 AM 
Family Worship   10:00 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars!!! 
 

CHILDRENõS SUNDAY 
Sunday June 3rd, 2018 

 
MUSIC SUNDAY 

June 10th, 2018 
Invite a Friend to Music Sunday!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! -  The Fifth 

Annual Dole 3 Miler will be 

Satur day ~ August 11, 201 8.  

Registration is open for the Fifth Annual 
Dole 3 Miler. The Dole 3 Miler is a new 

tradition ð a three mile road race in early August 
in Fryeburg, Maine. The race is a project of the 

Fryeburg New Church Assembly, and the 
Fryeburg New Church in celebration of the life 

and loves of Fryeburg native,  
Rev. Dr. George F. Dole.  

Visit www.dole3miler.com for  
additional information 

__________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

May 6
th

 ï ñThe energy of Mayò ï  

theme to be explored in worship 

 

May 13
th

 ï Happy Mother’s Day! 

 We are celebrating with a ñBlanket  

 Sundayò theme. ñBlanket Sundayò is  

 promoted by Church World Service  

 (CWS), the service branch of the  

 National Council of Churches.  CWS  

 distributes thousands of blankets  

around the world ï we will take a 

separate offering for CWS Blankets 

during our church service. 

 
May 20

th
 ï ñThe energy of Mayò continued 

 

 

May 27
th

 ï theme TBA 

May 13th is Bicycle to Church Sunday!! 
 

National Bicycle to Work week is May 14-18!! 

40% of all trips in the U.S. are less than two miles, 
making bicycling a feasible and fun way to get to 
work. With increased interest in healthy, 
sustainable and economic transportation options, 
itôs not surprising that, from 2000 to 2013, the 
number of bicycle commuters in the U.S. grew by 
more than 62 percent. 
 

Please feel free to join in the bicycling spirit and 
bike to church on May 13th!!!  

We will follow the service with a Blessing of the 
Bicycles for anyone interested!  

http://www.fryeburg.org/
http://www.fryeburgnewchurch.org/


FNCA WORK 
WEEKEND 2018 

 

9:00 a.m. Sat. May 26 - 12:00 noon 
Mon. May 28 

Over Memorial Day Weekend every year, the 
Buildings and Grounds Committee and other 
obliging souls gather at the Assembly for three 
days of maintenance and upkeep of the facilities. 
Work Weekend is an opportunity to volunteer 
your labor and skills for the camp that you 
love... as well as to be at the Assembly during 
the off season! All help is welcome and 
appreciated. Both skilled and unskilled workers 
are encouraged to participate. If you plan to 
attend, please visit www.fryeburg.org and fill 

out the form for work weekend. Registration is 
also open for this year’s camp session  

 

 

Easter 2018 Alfombra Creation 
 

(From the publisher): Cast in the form of a 

travelogue, Swedenborg describes having 

contact with the spirits of people who had 

lived on Mercury, Jupiter, and other planets 

and satellites in our solar system and beyond. 

This may present a challenge for those who 

interpret it literally, but just as it is with other 

of Swedenborgôs ñmemorable occurrencesò 

in the spiritual world, the goal is to consider 

and explore the deeper insights that he 

reveals regarding the universal principles that 

unite the human with the Divine. The 

discussions of faith in Other Planets are 

framed by Swedenborgôs own Christian 

beliefs; however, a key takeaway for readers 

will certainly be the feeling that there are 

multiple ways of approaching belief and 

religious practice that can all lead to heaven. 

Books available from the Swedenborg 

Foundation or Amazon 

 

$6.99 Paperback, $1 Kindle edition 
 

New Book Group Forming! 
Other Planets - Starting in May, time TBA 

 

http://www.fryeburg.org/


Announcing our Spring Fundraiser!!  
We are working with Sow True Seed!  

They offer non-GMO, open-pollinated, heirloom 
seeds!  25% of the sale price of each order will be 

donated to the Fryeburg New Church!  
Make money for our Church while supporting 

sustainable agriculture and heirloom seed 
preservation.  You may order online or browse 
through the catalog we have at the Church and 
use the order forms available there.  Thank you, 

Spring is just around the corner  
 

(When purchasing, type in "fnchurch2018" in promo code 
box) 

http://sowtrueseed.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Influenced by Swedenborg 

Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961)  

- Swiss psychologist 
"I admire Swedenborg as a great scientist and a 
great mystic at the same time. His life and 
work has always been of great interest to me 
and I read about seven fat volumes of his 
writings when I was a medical student." 
  
“Swedenborg was a seer of unparalleled 
profundity, a scholar with superior 
intelligence." 
  
"WRITERS INFLUENCED BY 
SWEDENBORG."  
The Swedenborg Society. N.p., n.d. Web. 28 Nov. 
2016. 

Congratulations! 
Jean Cressy would like everyone to know that 

her granddaughter Carrie Cressy is 
graduating from Nursing school on May 5th.  

Her family is very proud  
 

The Richardson family is also proudly 
celebrating a high school graduation – 

congratulations Elise Richardson!  Elise is 
planning on attending University of Southern 

Maine in the fall. 
 

Congratulations to all other graduates of 
2018! 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsowtrueseed.com%2F&h=ATOPHaae229Zd7QA7xSUejtFF2Bj9fvc50QKleDA0V4M2bgpiRdjz_TRCUFLU9PcLZuPG6FSHcwlMp130EVLHekDNpa0mn_STi9Nh_vqQ9DrXrL5cK29KluDYqWOklT2mkRHGA&enc=AZPM8VIOgNNmHPE2sRVPuXQO3XARaN-vPvMkF6onuo5ANJw6_8t8k0cUWE4hudxdoMHBsjA7HEwajYdywFYd1Siuhi4FlcU86wcj2QsZtiaAmJkdlGXtcciXijkfIg3i9uy1NgE1zrPoZ48TpN3-8Z_6CB6JJ7KA3SiTes00PCa-FpGCybcVD9OoS3fo_7vZGZrfaZ7eIhb4S5TI_2z3M5v7&s=1


 

 

Social Fund for Steeple repairs 

The Fryeburg New Church has set up this fund to help 
pay for work, done in the summer of 2017, to our Bell 
Tower Steeple and Spire. The building was erected in 
1878-79 by master carpenter Calvin Merrill after 
designs by Portland architect Charles H Kimball. The 
church was dedicated in August 1879 and placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1986. 

Our church contracted with a local Maine contractor to 
repair and paint the steeple and spire. The old steel 
roofing was replaced by new asphalt shingles on the 
tower roof and 25% of the church roof at the base of the 
tower. A gear on the bell's mechanism needed to be 
replaced, as well. This work came in at a quoted price 
of $22,520.00. The discovery of rot and extensive 
damage found in and around the spire added on extra 
$9,300.00 for a total due of $31,820.00. 

We raised $12,520.00 through fundraising efforts, 
Capital Campaign, funds and generous 
donations/grants. A loan of $10,000.00 from our 
General Convention made it possible to pay the 
original quoted price in October. 

This fund is to help our church repay the $10,000.00 
loan and pay the extra $9,300.00 due. A donation of any 
dollar amount will be greatly appreciated and all funds 
donated come to the Fryeburg New Church. For 
more information about our church check out our 
website at Fryeburgnewchurch.org.   

The Social Fund site we were using to raise money 
online was not working correctly at the time of this 
printing…we will have updated information about 
this in the near future.  Thank you for your patience! 
And thank you, Donnette Barnes, for working on 
these details! 

Thank you and please share.  

 



 

Welcomers for May 

May 6 open 

May 13 Debbie Dolley 

May 20 Martha Richardson 

May 27 Sally Gibson 

 

Ushers for May 

May 6 Stew Frost & guest 

May 13 Stanley Dolley & Chuck Priest 

May 20 Jen & David Richardson 

May 27 Jean Cressy & Dean Harnden 

 

Coffee Hour for May 

May 6 Dawn Ferguson 

May 13 Anna Allocco 

May 20 Cindy Priest 

May 27 Lee Dyer 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE ATTENDANCE 
APRIL 1 ~ APRIL 22, 2018 

Date Adults Children 

April 1 71 9 

April 8 25 5 

April 15 21 8 

April 22 30 5 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Calendar for May 2018 
(held at our Church unless indicated) 

 

2 Wed MSAD 72 Early Release 

FNC office closes early 
Dinner Bell North @SEAS  

12 noon  

 

5:00 p.m. 

3 Thu Yin Yoga with  

Anna Allocco @ FNC 

(suggested donation $5) 
please come in the front 

doors of the Church since 

we will be practicing in the 

Narthex.   

8 ï 9 a.m. 

6 Sun Adult Choir 

Sunday School 

Family Worship 

9:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

8 Tue Trustees Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

9 Wed Dinner Bell North @SEAS  5:00 p.m. 

10 Thu Yin Yoga with  

Anna Allocco @ FNC 

8 ï 9 a.m. 

13 Sun Bicycle to Church Day 

Motherôs Day  
Adult Choir 

Sunday School 

Family Worship 

Blessing of the Bicycles to 

follow outside! 

 

 

9:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

16 Wed Rev. Alison @ FHCC 

Dinner Bell North @SEAS  

Worship Committee mtg. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

17 Thu Yin Yoga with  

Anna Allocco @ FNC 

Bylaw Committee 

Group Meditation 

8 ï 9 a.m. 

 

6 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

20 Sun Adult Choir 

Sunday School 

Family Worship 

9:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

23 Wed Dinner Bell North @SEAS  5:00 p.m 

24 Thu Yin Yoga with  

Anna Allocco @ FNC 

8 ï 9 a.m. 

26-

28 

Sat- 

Mon 
Work Weekend  

@ FNC Assembly 

 

27  Birthday Bank Sunday 

Food Pantry Sunday 

Adult Choir 

Sunday School 

Family Worship 

 

 

8:30 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

29 Mon Memorial Day  



                  ______________________ 

 
Church of the New Jerusalem 
a.k.a. Fryeburg New Church 
12 Oxford Street 
Fryeburg, ME 04037 
______________________ 

                  Address Service Requested 

 


